URR DISTRICT SALMON FISHERY BOARD

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE URR DISTRICT SALMON FISHERY BOARD HELD BY ZOOM ON 19TH APRIL 2021 AT 7.00PM.

	Present:
	R. Bellamy (Chairman)

	
	W. Levi-Marshall (Vice Chairman)

	
	K. Irving 

	
	M. Emkes 

	
	J. Biggar 

	
	A. Ferguson 

	
	J. Twiname 

	
	J. Ribbens

	
	G. Gourlay (Clerk)


1. Apologies      
A. Graham.  Not present M. Law 
2. Minutes of Annual General Meeting of 16th March 2020

The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. 

3. Matters Arising 
J. Twiname objected to the election of W. Levi-Marshall as Vice Chairman on the basis that as he is Chairman of Dalbeattie Angling Association he would be predisposed in their favour in the work of the board. He further stated that the 2020 AGM was not quorate. The Clerk advised that:

a) That the Clerk as a proprietor is a member of the board. 

b) The 2020 meeting was on hold because of the Covid 19 lock down. 

c) Section 17 (2) of the Salmon Act 1996, empowers the board to determine the quorum for the meeting.

d) The Accounts and the Chairman’s Report for 2019 has been submitted to and accepted by the Scottish Government. 

After considerable intervention by Mr J Twiname the chairman put to a vote the election of Mr Levi-Marshall as Vice Chairman. The vote count from eight eligible to vote were: 

Approved: 6

Not Approved: 1

Abstained: 1

Mr Levi-Marshall’s election was confirmed. 

4. Chairman’s Report 

The chairman’s written report had been circulated. The chairman stated that he did not intend to read it in full, but he did wish to pay tribute to the contribution to the Board of Donald Biggar who is missed by all. The report is appended to these minutes. 
5. Accounts for the 14 Months to 31st January 2020

The clerk apologised for the accounts not having been submitted for the 12 months to 30th November 2020 due to his ill health and hospitalisation. The Board was asked to accept a 14 month account period to 31st January 2021 followed by a 10 month period to 30th November 2021. The accounts show a deficit of £2,325.06 attributable to the additional donation in respect of invasive control to Galloway Fisheries Trust and restrictions of the 2019 levy to 46p in the pound. Mr Twiname asked why the creditors list was so long and so old. The clerk and Mr Irving explained that for the small amount due, Small Claims Court Applications are not economic. The clerk does chase up debts but obviously with varying success. Mr Irving advised that the levy due by Mr and Mrs Miller should be invoiced to CDDAA. 
The meeting approved the accounts. 

6. 2021 Levy

The clerk stated that to recover the outgoings, including donations of £4,440 to Galloway Fisheries Trust, and maintain a financial cushion throughout the year of at least £5,000 he required a levy of 50p in the pound. The board had not been prepared to go to 50p and a compromise of 48p was being substituted for approval. The Galloway Fisheries Trust donation includes £1500 in respect of invasive control previously covered by grant. The Board had agreed that invasive control is essential. At the instance of CDDAA it had been agreed that Galloway Fisheries Trust and CDDAA would try to source replacement grant funding. G.F.T advised the meeting that no grants could be found. 
Mr Twiname asked what G.F.T did for the Board to justify their donation. Mr Irving replied listing all the research, recording, electro fishing, responding to communications, habitat enhancements, record keeping, and labour provided. 

The levy of 48p in the £ was approved by all except Mr Twiname. 

7. Co-options to the Board

Mr Emkes having been co-opted at the previous Board Meeting, the clerk reported that Mr Biggar had agreed to be co-opted until the next triennial election in the place of his father. The chairman thanked him and welcomed him to the Board. 
The clerk had had no joy in trying to contact Mr Law either directly or through his employers. 

Mr Ferguson reported that he has spoken to Tony Graham. He wished to resign but wished the Board well. Mr Ferguson has still to ask if he would nominate J Seed as his mandatory. 

8. Galloway Fisheries Trust Report 

Mr Ribbens gave a brief summary of some of the activities which GFT gave carried out on the Boards behalf:-

Controlled invasives, particularly, Giant Hogweed, but as reported above no grants for which the Board or the Angling Association would be eligible. 
Jackie Graham had left to join S.E.P.A which has improved access to S.E.P.A. 

2020 was relatively a better spawning year, and current smolt catches are encouraging. 

Final certification of Dalbeattie Reservoir as clear of ASC. 

Reponses on behalf of the Board re Whiteneuk and Mochrum Fell Windfarms where the developers need to place more emphasis on water quality in their Environmental Statements. 
Monitoring for fish from escapes from Carradale. If caught they must be killed and scale samples submitted by GFT. 
Continued engagement with G.N.I re the monitoring of the river and bank reinstatement.

Report on tree planting application funding from Blackcraig Windfarm Community Fund. 
Completion of the pressure mapping of the river as part of the developing Scottish Government Salmon policy. 
Continued running of Fish Galloway at no cost to the proprietors on the Galloway rivers for another year, although GFT have to pay Fishpal. 
9. A.O.C.B

None. 

10. Date of Next Annual General Meeting.

Monday 18th April 2022 at 7.00pm, either by Zoom or at the Market Inn, Queen Street, Castle Douglas.

The Chairman thanked those who attended and closed the meeting at 8.57pm. 

